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Indigo Girls’ harmonies soar at Mohegan Sun

By MARIE P. GRADY

There are some musical artists who were just born to perform together, not because they are similar but because, together, their differences create a singular sound.

Emily Saliers and Amy Ray are among them. For 20 years the Georgia anti-belles have been painting a picture of America in Indigo blue, the color of blue jeans and emotions so hard and mean they need to be encapsulated in a brilliant song for you to dare to feel them.

The Indigo Girls released their 10th studio album, “Despite Our Differences,’’ last year. They brought those splendid differences and their symbiotic folk-rock harmony to a sold-out Cabaret Theater at the Mohegan Sun in Uncasville, Conn., Saturday night.

In a 21-song set that included three more in an encore, The Indigo Girls provided a healthy sampling from their new release, opening with “Pendulum Swinger.’’ But the set also featured some of their best songs from years past, including “Devotion,’’  “Watershed’’ “Power of  Two’’ and “Closer to Fine,’’ which was first released in 1989 and closed the show before the encore.

With songs that are dominated by their acoustic guitars, and harmonies that blend the slightly softer vocals of Saliers with the deeper, grittier tones of Ray, the Indigo Girls grew an early fan base that included other artists, ranging from Michael Stipe of REM to Pink, who sings on their latest album.

Whether they are singing about the tenderness and familiarity of love in a plastic world – “Lay My Head Down’’ - or the cowboy logic of a president who won’t back away from a failed war, “Pendulum Swinger,’’ The Indigo Girls are story tellers who are not afraid to get to the heart of the matter.

Long before the Dixie Chicks won Grammy gold for “Not Ready to Make Nice,’’ The Indigo Girls were singing about a world where “a girl could get a wife.’’ But social causes aside, their songs often mine the terrain of human relationships in all their many forms, or the meaning of the world and one’s place in it.

And their musicianship is extraordinary. With help from their trusted technician “Sulli,’’ the pair didn’t miss a beat as Saliers traded her guitars for electric banjo, ukulele and mandolin, an instrument also played by Ray.

Ray, who has also released several solo recordings, performed the only solo song of the evening, a passion-packed rendition of Dire Straits’ “Romeo & Juliet’’ that brought the 350-seat house down.

Before ending the evening with “Galileo,’’ Ray stated the obvious to an adoring crowd. Like Andrea Dawn, a Greenwhich, Conn., independent musical artist who snagged a front row seat, every one one of them seemed to know the lyrics to every song by heart.

“It’s fun to play y’all,’’ said Ray.

